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Introduction
Journal Citation Reports (JCR) is a unique multidisciplinary journal evaluation tool. Journal Citation
Reports on the Web is the only journal evaluation resource that provides statistical information based
on citation data. By compiling cited references, JCR helps to measure research influence and impact at
the journal level, and shows the relationships between citing and cited journals. It presents quantifiable
statistical data that provides a systematic, objective way to determine the relative importance of
journals within their subject categories.
Science Edition

Social Sciences Edition

Frequency:

Annual

Annual

Number of Journals Covered:

5,928

1,716

Number of Subject Categories:

171

55

Uses of the JCR
Data included for each journal in the JCR include measures of journal impact (Impact Factor) and how
quickly articles are cited after publication (Immediacy Index), as well as information about citation
patterns and general source data. The data in JCR Web are used for numerous practical applications:
Librarians and
Information
Professionals

•

Develop and manage journal collections
− Support selection or removal of journals from their collections
− Assist in making archiving decisions

Publishers and
editors

•
•

Determine the influence of journals in the marketplace
Review editorial decisions

Authors

•
•

Identify the most appropriate, influential journals in which to publish
Confirm the status of journals in which they have published

Professors
and students

•

Discover where to find the current reading list in their respective fields

Information
analysts

•
•

Track bibliometric trends
Study citation patterns

For more information, please read the Journal Citation Reports essays on the Thomson Scientific
Website:
http://scientific.thomson.com/knowtrend/essays/
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ISI Web of Knowledge Home Page

Use the Log out
button to clear your
session seat for
another researcher at
your institution

To access Journal Citation
Reports, either:
•

•

Select Journal
Citation Reports
from the dropdown menu
or
Click the Journal
Citation Reports
link

JCR Home Page
Click the Information for New
Users link to learn more about
using JCR data appropriately.

Select the desired JCR edition and
year, the desired search or browse
option, and click the SUBMIT
button.
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Journal Search Screen

Click the Journal
Title Changes
button to see a list
of new and merged
journal titles for
your selected edition
and year.

Journal Search Options
Full Journal Title
Copy and paste the full journal title from the view list of full journal titles link or enter it exactly as it
appears in the database. Right-end truncation is supported. Enter modern physics lett* to retrieve
Modern Physics Letters A and Modern Physics Letters B.
Journal Abbreviation
Enter the exact Thomson ISI journal abbreviation, which may differ from the ISO journal abbreviation.
Right-end truncation is supported. Enter j crim just to retrieve Journal of Criminal Justice.
Title Word
Enter either a single word or a partial word truncated with an asterisk. Boolean logic to combine
multiple title words is NOT supported. Enter cell to retrieve the journals Cell, Journal of Cell Biology,
Plant Cell, etc. Enter cell* to retrieve Cell, Journal of Cell Biology, Stem Cells, Journal of Cellular
Plastics, etc.
ISSN
Enter the first four digits of a journal’s ISSN, a hyphen and the last four digits or enter all eight digits
without punctuation or spaces. Enter 0021-8782 or 00218782 to retrieve Journal of Anatomy.
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Journal Summary List

Click on the
journal title
link to
display the
journal’s full
record.
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Full Record Page
A summary of the journal data
appears at the top of the page, along
with links to Cited and Citing Journal
Data, Impact Factor trend information,
and a list of related journals.

The Publication
Information
includes ISI
assigned subject
categories. Click
View Category
Data to see the
aggregate data for
that subject
category.
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Impact Factor

•

The Journal Impact Factor measures how frequently the average article in a journal has been
cited in a particular year.

•

The JCR Impact Factor is calculated by dividing the number of current citations to items published
in the two previous years by the total number of articles & reviews published in the two previous
years.

Immediacy Index

•

The Journal Immediacy Index measures how quickly the average article in a journal is cited. The
immediacy index will tell you how often articles published in a journal are cited within the same
year.

•

The immediacy index is calculated by dividing the number of citations to articles published in a
given year by the number of articles published in that same year.
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Cited Half-Life

•

The Journal Cited Half-Life is the number of publication years from the current year which
account for 50% of current citations received.

•

This figure helps you evaluate the age range of the articles cited from the journal, and can be used
in making archiving and retention decisions.

Cited Journal Graph
The bar graph shows the distribution by cited year of citations to articles published in the journal
Atmosphere – Oceans.
The white/grey division on the
graph indicates the Cited HalfLife.

The top (gold) portion of each
column indicates the
proportion of self-citations
(citations to articles in the
journal from articles in the
same journal) for a particular
year.
The bottom (blue) portion of
each column indicates non-self
citations – citations to the
journal from articles in other
journals.

The second and third (lighter colored)
columns indicate the citations used to
Journal Citation
Reports
on the
Web 4.0
calculate
the journal’s
impact
factor.
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Citing Half-Life

•

The Journal Citing Half-Life is the number of publication years from the current year that
account for 50% of the current citations published by a journal in its article references.

•

This figure helps you evaluate the age of the majority of articles referenced by a journal.

Citing Journal Graph
The bar graph shows the distribution by cited year of citations from current-year articles in the journal
Atmosphere – Oceans..
The white/grey division
indicates the Citing Half-Life.

The top (gold) portion of each
column indicates the
proportion of self-citations
(citations from articles in the
journal from articles in the
same journal) for a particular
year.
The bottom (blue) portion of
each column indicates non-self
citations – citations from the
journal to articles in other
journals.
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Source Data

•

The Source Data tallies the number of articles (original research and review articles only) and the
number of references a journal published in the current year, and provides the average number of
references per article.

•

Since review articles are often more highly cited than original research articles, it is advisable to
consider a journal’s source data by document type.

•

Cited-only journals are those that appear in the JCR, but for which ISI has not processed
references and for which we have no source data.
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Cited Journal List

•

The Cited Journal List shows that the selected journal received citations from the journals listed
in the table. Citing journals are ranked by the number of citations made to the specified journal.

•

The table shows a 10-year distribution of citing items by publication year. References to older
items appear in the column labeled “Rest.”

•

The Cited Journal List can reveal a journal’s subject orientation, point to its closest peer or
competitor publications, and describe specialty-specific networks of journals.
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Citing Journal List

•

The Citing Journal List shows that the selected journal cites the publications listed in the table.
Cited publications are ranked by the number of citations received.

•

The table shows a 10-year distribution of cited items by publication year. References to older
items appear in the column labeled “Rest.”

•

The Citing Journal List can reveal a journal’s subject orientation, point to its closest peer or
competitor publications, and describe specialty-specific networks of journals.
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Related Journals
The Related Journals page provides information on a journal’s degree of relatedness to other journals,
based on citation information. Related Journals may be accessed from each journal’s Full Record
page. The relatedness (R) values are based on a calculation* taking into account:
•
•
•

The number of citations from the main journal to the related journal
The total number of articles in the related journal
The total number of citations from the citing journal

Sort options:

The Rmax value
is the higher of
the two values in
the columns to the
right.
Journals with
higher Rmax
values have a
stronger subject
connection to the
main journal than
those with lower
values.

This column indicates
journal relatedness (R)
in terms of citations
from the main journal to
another journal.

This column indicates
journal relatedness (R)
in terms of citations
from another journal to
the main journal.

*See: Pudovkin A.I. and Garfield E. (2002). "Algorithmic procedure for finding semantically related journals." Journal of
the American Society for Information Science and Technology. 53 (13) 1113-1119 for more information about the
calculation.
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Impact Factor Trend Graph
Starting with the
1999 Journal
Citation Reports
edition, there is a
link to a 5-year
Impact Factor Trend
Graph from each
journal’s Full
Record Page.

The Impact Factor
Trend Graph is the
entry point when
linking to the JCR
from the Web of
Science.

The calculations for
previous years’
impact factors are
shown below the
trend graph.

Keep in mind that if a journal you are
interested in has changed titles, split into
multiple titles, or merged with another
title, you will need to calculate a unified
impact factor. This can provide
continuity for your journal evaluation
until the new title is established. See
page 32 for more information on
calculating a unified impact factor.
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Links from Web of Science
If your institution has a subscription to both Web of Science and Journal Citation Reports, you will see
a link to JCR from the Full Record view in Web of Science.

Click the Journal Citation Reports
link to go directly to the 5-year Impact
Factor Trend Graph.
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Link to Ulrich’s

If your institution
has a subscription to
the Web version of
Ulrich’s Periodicals
Directory, you may
see a link to that
service on each JCR
full record page.

Ulrichsweb.com will open in a
new window.

Access to Ulrichsweb.com is
available by subscription to
registered users either by authorized
IP access or by username and
password.
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View Journals by Subject Category

You may wish to compare information such as Impact Factor and Immediacy Index for journals within
a certain subject category. Multiple categories may be selected by holding down the Control key
when clicking each category. It is advisable to compare journals in similar subject categories only.

Sort journals by:
• Journal Title
• Total Cites
• Impact Factor
• Immediacy Index
• Current Articles
• Cited Half-Life

Journal Citation Reports on the Web 4.0
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Sort Again
Sort the journal list again by
choosing a sort option from
the pulldown menu and
clicking Sort Again.

The journals are now sorted
by Impact Factor.
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View Category Data
You may view the aggregate category data for one or more journal subject categories in Journal
Citation Reports, starting with 2003 data. This section contains similar information as that found in
the full record of a journal, but the calculations are based on an entire subject category rather than an
individual journal. The aggregate category data helps place the journal data in a larger context. It can
be used as a benchmarking tool to see where individual journals rank in relation to their particular
subject categories.

Select View
Category Data and
select a sort option.
The default option is
category title.

A summary of the category information is shown.
Click the subject category link to view more
detailed information about the aggregate impact
factor, aggregate immediacy index, etc.
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View journals that are
related to this subject
category in terms of
citation relationships.

A summary of the category data
appears at the top of the page, along
with links to cited and citing category
data, source data, and publication
frequency.

Aggregate figures for impact
factor, immediacy index,
cited half life, and citing half
life appear at the top of the
page, with more detailed
information below.
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The Publication
Frequency Data
section provides a
numeric and graphical
breakdown of the
publication frequency
for the journals which
comprise the subject
category.
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Journals Related to Aggregate Subject Category
Similar to the Related Journals feature that displays the citing and cited relationships between specific
journals, data on journals related to a specific subject category is available. You may access this data
by clicking on the Related Journals button on the full record page for that category. In this case, the
calculation of the relatedness (R) values takes into account:
•
•
•

The number of citations from journals within this subject category to the related journal
The total number of articles in the related journal
The total number of citations from journals within this subject category

Sort options:

The Rmax value
is the higher of
the two values in
the columns to the
right.
Journals with
higher Rmax
values have a
stronger
connection to the
subject category
than those with
lower values.
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This column indicates journal
relatedness (R) in terms of citations
from the journals in the subject
category to a specific journal.

This column indicates
journal relatedness (R)
in terms of citations
from a specific journal to
a group of journals in a
subject category.
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Marking Records
From the Journal Summary List, there are two methods for adding records to the Marked List:
•

Click in the check boxes of selected records and click the Update Marked List button.

•

Click the Mark All button to add ALL records on the Journal Summary List to the Marked List.

Additionally, records may be marked from the Full Record page by clicking the Mark checkbox.

The Marked List button
appears in the toolbar after you
have added records to the
Marked List.
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Marked List
Access the Marked Journal List by clicking the Marked List button in the toolbar.

Printing Records
1. Click the Format for Print button on the Marked Journal List page. The journal information is
displayed as a table.
2. Use your browser’s File/Print command or your browser’s Print icon to print the page.
3. Use your browser’s Back button to return to the Marked Journal List.
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Saving Records
To save Journal Citation Reports records, click the Save to File button on the Marked Journal List
page. You will be prompted to save the file with a .TXT extension. Records will be saved in
semicolon delimited format, suitable for importing into Microsoft Excel.

Importing Saved Records to Microsoft Excel

1. Launch Excel,
and select the
File/Open
command.
Browse to the
location of the
saved text file.

2. Select the type
of file you saved
from the pulldown menu.

Journal Citation Reports on the Web 4.0

3. Click the
Open button.

28

4. If not chosen by
default, choose
Delimited as the
original data type.

6. Select the
File origin from
the pull-down
menu.

5. Select a row
within the
spreadsheet where
the data will begin.

7. Click the
Next button.

8. Select
“semicolon” as the
text delimiter and
quotation marks as
the text qualifier.

9. Click the
Next button.
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10. If not selected by default,
select “General” or “Text” as
the format of each column.

11. Click the
Finish Button.

12. Make any edits or
formatting changes desired
to the imported data.
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Journal Title Changes
Journals often change title(s) when they merge, split, or change editorial policies and/or scope.
button on any Summary List, Marked Journal List or Journal
Click the
Search page to view the list of journal changes that occurred in the last two years.

If you find that a journal you are interested in has had a title change, you will need to calculate a
Unified Impact Factor. (Please see the following pages for detailed instructions.)
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Unified Impact Factors
Title changes affect the Impact Factors of the journals. In general, ISI does not combine data for the
new and former title(s). For continuity, you may want to calculate a unified impact factor.
1. Click the Journal Titles Changes button on the Summary List, Marked Journal List, or
Journal Search Page to determine if the journal has changed title(s). Note the affected titles if
a change has occurred.

2. View the Impact Factor calculation for each affected title. Note the numbers of cites to recent
articles, the numbers of recent articles, and the impact factors for each title.
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3. Fill these figures into the template below. Total the figures in A & B. Divide the unified sum
of columns A & B for the unified Impact Factor. A blank template can be found in the JCR
online Help.
A
Current year cites to
articles published in
year 1 and year 2

B
Number of articles
published in
year 1 and year 2

C
Current Year
Impact Factor
Column A / Column B

Ecumene
(Old title)

0 + 25 = 25

0 + 23

= 23

25/23 = 1.087

Cultural Geographies
(New title)

17 + 0 = 17

21 + 0

= 21

17/21 = 0.810

Unified (Old + New)

42

44

42/44 = 0.955

Note that this example examined a simple title change. Titles that have merged may require that
information from three or more different titles be included in the Unified Impact Factor calculation.
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Appendix A – Five Year Impact Factors
The JCR Impact Factor averages the citation rate of articles published in the previous two years.
Comparing average citation rates using longer time periods may be useful for some research fields.
For example, to calculate a five-year Impact Factor for Political Geography, follow the steps shown:

Step 1

Step 2

1. Add article counts for the previous five years. Counts for the prior two years are shown in the
current year Impact Factor calculation; article counts for prior three years are available in
back-year JCRs (not shown).
Total articles in Political Geography in previous 5 years:
47 + 41 + 42 + 37 + 47 = 214
2.

Add together the current year cites to the journal's previous five years from its Cited Journal
Listing:
99 + 99+ 71 + 45 + 42 = 356

3. Calculate the five-year Impact Factor by dividing:
Current year cites to articles published in previous 5 years
Number of articles published in previous 5 years

Journal Citation Reports on the Web 4.0
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214

= 1.663
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Appendix B – Handling Self-Citations
Self-Citing Rate
A journal's self-citing rate is the percentage of citations given by the journal to itself. Calculate it
using the formula shown and the journal's Citing Journal data.

number of times the journal cited itself * 100
number of total cites given out by the
journal to all journals

= 48 * 100 = 3.9%
1230

Self-Cited Rate
A journal's self-cited rate is the percentage of citations received by the journal from itself. Calculate it
using the formula shown and the journal's Cited Journal data.

number of times the journal cited itself * 100
number of total cites received by the
journal from all journals

Journal Citation Reports on the Web 4.0

= 48 * 100 = 13.29%
361
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Impact Factor Excluding Self-Citations
Some of the journals listed in the JCR are not citing journals, but are cited-only journals. This is
significant when comparing journals, because self-citations from cited-only journals are not included
in the JCR data. When comparing a group of journals that include cited-only journals, it may be
helpful to calculate an Impact Factor that does not include self-citations.
To calculate an Impact Factor that excludes self-citations, fill in the template below using the journal's
Cited Journal data and impact factor calculation:

A
Cites in
current year
to year-1 and
year-2 articles
year-1
year-2
Totals

15
57
72
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B
Self-cites in
current year to
year-1 and
year-2 articles
0
6
6

C
Column A
minus
Column B

D
Articles
published in
year-1 and
year-2
15
51
66

28
63
91

E
Column C
divided by
Column D
(Impact Factor
excluding selfcitation)

0.725
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Contacting Thomson Scientific
Please visit the following Web sites for information and services offered by Thomson Scientific
Customer Training and Technical Support departments:
Frequently Asked Questions about Thomson Scientific products:
www.scientific.thomson.com/crc/faq/
Training materials available for downloading:
www.scientific.thomson.com/crc/
Schedule for online training:
www.scientific.thomson.com/crc/training/webtraining/
Descriptions of all courses offered by the Customer Training department:
www.scientific.thomson.com/crc/training/onsite/
Contact information for the Technical Help Desk:
www.scientific.thomson.com/crc/techsupport/
Journal Selection Process:
www.thomsonisi.com/selection/
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